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2011 National FFA Alumni Convention Results
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2012 Convention Registration Information

Affiliate Name: ______________________________________________________
Section: _________________

Contact Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Contact Address: __________________________________________________________________________________

City: ______________________________________________________________
Zip Code: ________________

Contact Phone Number: _____________________________________________________________________________

Contact E-mail: ____________________________________________________________________________________
You must be registered to take part in the convention.  On-site registration is available if needed.  Registrations must be postmarked by January 19, 2012.

~ FFA advisors and school administration officials will receive free convention registration. ~

Business casual dress is requested for the Saturday night banquet.
	Name
	Registration   $15.00
	Friday Night $7.00
	Saturday Lunch  $14.00
	Saturday Banquet  $24.00
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FREE continental breakfast will be available daily.



*** Registration fee is transferable, but not refundable. ***

Make checks payable to:




2012 Wisconsin FFA Alumni Convention
Mail registration form & check to:



Juda FFA Alumni   












Attn: Ralph Johnson












N2385 Spring Street 












Juda, WI 53550 

For questions please call:
Convention Secretary, Larry Lader at  608-754-9156 or e-mail at: llader@wisconsinffaalumni.org





Please have the following receipt filled out for each and every donation item you have prior to the convention.  Thank you!!!
Donation Receipt

Name: _________________________________________________
Phone Number: ________________

Address: _______________________________________
City: _________________ State: ____ Zip: _______

Cash Donation Amount: ________________

Non – Cash Donation Description: ______________________________________________________________

Value of Donated Item (value is determined by the donor): __________________________________________

Authorized Signature: __________________________________________________ Date: ________________

Convention Auctions Help Shape the Wisconsin FFA Alumni Association

Each year at our annual State FFA Alumni Convention, we are able to host auctions.  The purpose of these auctions can be divided into helping the Wisconsin FFA Alumni Association as well as to help the Wisconsin FFA members.  The money that is earned from your much appreciated bidding goes to directly fund many different Wisconsin FFA awards, leadership activities, and convention expenses.  There are also funds that come back to the Wisconsin FFA Alumni to help with our operating expenses for the year, support of our members, and marketing of this great organization.  Wisconsin is the largest alumni in the Nation!  This does not just happen through luck.  It happens through a wealth of wonderful volunteers’ efforts and financial funding.  Help keep the Wisconsin FFA Association and the Wisconsin FFA Alumni Association strong.  Help us to make a difference in Wisconsin’s agriculture youth by coming out and bidding on some exciting items at this year’s convention!!!  Each person can truly make a difference in the future of agriculture.
Endorsed Fundraiser Program

The FFA Foundation has implemented a new program that will help FFA Chapters and FFA Alumni Affiliates to find fundraisers.  The FFA Foundation is maintaining a list of potential fundraising companies that have passed a background check, offer a satisfactory profit margin, and a proven track record of good business practices.  By having a company researched, the chapters and affiliates can enter into a fundraising opportunity without as much of a gamble.  The following companies have signed onto the program already.  
· 105 Concepts - health care tax savings plan
· Dunn-Hill Marketing –bird seed
· Fundraising for the Environment 
· Hovey Valley Coffee
Please keep an eye on our website for the growing list of companies.
Agriculture Career Network Update
· Post important dates and reminders for members on a calendar

· Receive information from the State and National FFA Alumni Associations often
· Keep accurate membership records that are always located in one place
· Easy submission of membership with an invoice printout
All of these great things are still on their way!  However, they will now not be available until January.  National FFA ran into some problems.  This means that you will be able to submit your membership online in January.    Unfortunately,   National FFA Alumni has chosen to keep the March 1st deadline for membership the same.  
Wisconsin FFA Alumni Association, Inc.
N29452 Brekke Ridge Road






                Blair, WI 54616

“Advocates for Agriculture Education”

Calendar of Events:  Mark these dates on your calendar!
February
10-12
State FFA Alumni Convention – Janesville



18-25
National FFA Week

March

1
Roster Deadline to State Office for WLC Eligibility & Awards



15
Deadline for WLC Scholarship Application - POSTMARKED
April

1
Alumni Development Conference Registration Opens at www.ffa.org/alumni 

�





Winter 2011





Outstanding Scrapbook Award


Stoughton FFA Alumni………………………Gold


Denmark FFA Alumni……………………….Silver


Milton FFA Alumni………………………….Silver





Welcome


Written by: Herman Seebandt, Past President of the Wisconsin FFA Alumni Council


The Wisconsin FFA Alumni Association again enjoyed a very successful National FFA Alumni Convention. Wisconsin is home to the national outstanding affiliate, Stoughton, who received a gold rating and was ranked 1st in the nation!  Three Wisconsin affiliates placed in the scrapbook contest: Stoughton with a gold rating, Denmark and Milton placed silver.


Thanks to the efforts of the state council members and local membership chairs the membership in Wisconsin increased again this year.   Wisconsin received the Blue Blazer rating for achieving a membership increase of more than 100 lifetime members for the 2010 – 2011 membership year.  Our total membership of 8,646 was up by 164 new lifetime members. This earned seventeen $550.00 scholarships for Wisconsin FFA members to attend the Washington Leadership Conference next summer and a membership rebate of $7,690.50 to the association.


Recipients of the National Legion of Merit were responsible for much of the membership increase. Wisconsin had twenty-one recipients this year. Wisconsin FFA Alumni Council Past President, Ken Seering, has received this award for thirty-eight consecutive years.


Finally, five Wisconsin FFA chapters received a $750.00 checks each from the Local Program Support Grant. The recipients were: Brookwood, Hustisford, Janesville Parker, Merrill & Weston. Wisconsin brought home other awards. See the complete list in this issue of The Announcer.


The Wisconsin FFA Alumni is very proud of Alica Hodnik.  Alica is now serving as the Central Region National FFA Vice President.  We know she will do a great job representing the State of Wisconsin, the nation’s agricultural youth.


All of the above awards are possible because the members of the local FFA Alumni chose to form an alumni affiliate not a so-called booster club.  This is one very strong motive for having a local FFA alumni affiliate.


							     








National Level Local Affiliate Awards


Outstanding Newsletter           Denmark Alumni……………….Gold


Outstanding Website                Denmark Alumni……………….Gold


Affiliate with the Most Life Members Denmark Alumni………………..Gold


Affiliate with the Most Members  Denmark Affiliate………………Gold
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Outstanding Affiliate Award


Stoughton FFA Alumni……………………….Gold


Stoughton was also ranked the # 1 affiliate 


in the nation!





National Level State Affiliate Awards


Newsletter……………..Silver


Website………………..Gold


Blazer Award


100% State Officer Life  Membership Award


Most Life Members Award 5,127 members


Most Members Award    8,646 members


Highest Percentage of FFA Membership (47%)











Local Program Support Grant Recipients


The National FFA Alumni Association offers grants ($750.00) to local FFA Chapters to help them purchase needed items such as computers, laboratory equipment, chapter supplies, and official dress items.


Chapter			Project				   Brookwood FFA		Food Science, Learning by Doing Hustisford FFA		Promotion and Communication   Janesville Parker FFA		Intro. to Veterinary Science Labs     Merrill FFA			Infinite Member Potential    Weston FFA			Biotechnology in Agriculture











Welcome to the 2012 Wisconsin FFA Alumni Convention


Written by: James T. Check, President Elect Wisconsin FFA Alumni Council


The 2012 Convention Committee is very pleased to welcome all of you to the 2012 Convention at the Janesville Holiday Inn Express and Conference Center.    Four years ago the convention goers were greeted with twenty-two inches of snow on the ground when they arrived in Janesville.  We will try NOT to have that happen again.  


Every year the convention is an opportunity to share ideas with other alumni members from around this great state.  This year will be no different.  The convention is a gathering of those who want to see agriculture strive and continue to offer our youth the opportunities we had as a young person.  By coming together in venues like the convention, we as advocates for agriculture in our state learn a little and share a little.  That’s just some of what the 2012 Convention Committee has for you.


The convention is a gathering to present honors to those individuals and affiliates that have strived to make their local agriculture programs grow.  We as alumni members work as an advocate for agriculture education and at times we need to say thank you for those efforts.  This convention will do just that by presenting those honors throughout the weekend.  


The most important part of this weekend is the gather of friends and the fun activities available.  The Friday night auction is the kick off to get the activities going and provide the opportunities for old friends to gather and find out what is new in their lives.  You might find a few surprises during the weekend that we have planned.  We hope to keep the fun going all weekend.  This year’s committee has worked hard to put together a weekend of fun and learning for you.


I would like to thank you for attending this year’s convention.  I would also like to thank the affiliates in Sections 4 & 5 for their work to bring you this year’s convention.  











Legion of Merit


The Legion of Merit awards those members who sign up fifteen annual members or five lifetime members annually.


Alumni Member		Affiliate Name		Years Received    


Darlene Arneson		Stoughton				7 Thelma Behnke  		Lena					10 Floyd Behnke			Lena					13 Kathy Breunig			Sauk Prairie				1  Virgie Damp   			Oconto Falls				7    John Elvekrog  		Stoughton				7  James Grasee			Denmark				2   Joyce Gust			Verona					6  Tracy Heinbuck		Denmark				2   Darrell Hines			Mauston				19  Robert Keough		Argyle					6   Larry Lader			Clinton				3   Sandra Maerz			Stoughton				1   Harold Seebecker		Mauston				22   Janice Seebecker		Mauston				18   Ken Seering			Denmark				38 Eugene Sperry			Evansville				3      Jan Stranz			Oconto Falls				6   Cheryl Van Rite		Denmark				1    Jerry Wendt			Stoughton				8   Robert Wolfe			Brodhead				7











2012 Convention Executive Committee


Convention Chair


James Check


5109 N. Walnut Grove Rd    Milton, WI 53563                       608-868-2209      jcheck@wisconsinffaalumni.org


Secretary


Larry Lader 


P.O. Box 69                             Avalon, WI 53505	               608-754-9156	                  llader@wisconsinffaalumni.org


Treasurer


Robert Keough


307 North Board Street        Argyle, WI 53504                        608-543-3881                      bkeough@wisconsinffaalumni.org





Friday & Saturday Night Entertainment


DJ Dustin Williams





2012


Convention Schedule of Events





Friday – February 10, 2012


Registration………………………………………………….…12:00 – 9:00 WI FFA Alumni Council Meeting…………………………………..1:00 Past State FFA Alumni Presidents Meeting……..…4:00 – 5:00 Scrapbook Due for Judging……………………………..………….. 5:00 Meal at Johnson Tractor………………………………..….5:00 – 7:00 Raffle Drawing & UW Band Members………………………….7:00 Live Auction………………………………………………………………...7:30  Music with DJ Dustin Williams…………..……Following Auction  Silent Auction……………………………………………………….On-going





Saturday – February 11, 2012


Registration ………………………………………………..……………...8:00 


Silent Auction Opens………………………………………...8:00 – 5:00


Sectional Meetings……………………………………………8:00 – 8:45 Agriculture Instructor Tours ………………………………………..8:30


Business Meeting…………………………….………………9:00 – 10:45 


Luncheon………Speaker Jerry Apps..………………..……11:30 – 1:00


First Breakout Session…………………………………..…..1:15 – 2:15


Second Breakout Session………………………..…………2:30 – 3:30


Affiliate Pictures…………………………………….………….3:45 – 5:00


Banquet……...Business Casual dress is requested…………….….5:00 


Live Basket Auction……….………………………Following Banquet


Entertainment………………………………………..Following Auction








Sunday- February 14, 2012


Convention Wrap-Up Meeting…………………………………….9:00





~ Times Subject to Change ~





� HYPERLINK "http://www.allposters.com/-sp/Green-Puzzle-with-Missing-Piece-Shining-with-White-Light-Posters_i3723689_.htm" �� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://cache2.allpostersimages.com/p/MED/27/2740/7ZPND00Z/posters/green-puzzle-with-missing-piece-shining-with-white-light.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����


NEW!!!  Agricultural Instructor Tours


This year we would like to give our priceless agriculture teachers something special for coming to convention.  Our teachers will be able to attend two free tours on Saturday of the convention! 


Tour 1:		Kerry Ingredients & Flavours Kerry Ingredients & Flavours, a division of Kerry Group, is one of the leading and most technologically advanced manufacturers and innovators of application specific food and beverage ingredients in the world, working in partnership with multinational food and beverage manufacturing and foodservice companies. 


Over the years, Kerry has an established a global processing and technical network with an ingredients and flavour portfolio extending to some 10,000 food and beverage products to food processor and foodservice markets in over 120 different countries. Kerry's America’s regional team serves customers in Canada, United States, and Latin America. The Americas regional headquarters is located in Beloit, Wisconsin.


Tour 2:  	MacFarlane Pheasants, Inc. MacFarlane Pheasants was started in 1929 to support the supply of pheasants for propagation in the United States and has remained in the MacFarlane family to this day.


Since 1985, MacFarlane Pheasants has been under the direction of Bill MacFarlane. His foresight and drive helped create the niche market for pheasant meat, which has grown steadily since. Over the years, MacFarlane Pheasants, Inc developed a � HYPERLINK "http://www.pheasantfordinner.com/t-birds.aspx" \t "_blank" �white pheasant� to provide higher quality meat. To this day, MacFarlane Pheasants, Inc. strives to provide the highest quality meat pheasants to discerning chefs and consumers throughout the United States








Workshop Sneak Peak


This year we will have some outstanding workshops!  Get ready to participate in learning about:


Affiliate tax issues from the National FFA Alumni Staff!


The new Agriculture Career Network (new membership system and so much more)!








Lodging Information


Holiday Inn Express  						Hotel Reservations: 	608-756-3100	               3100 Wellington Place  					Check In Time: 	3:00 PM                 Janesville, WI 53546  						Check Out Time:	12:00 PM


Please make sure to call the hotel directly to make rooming arrangements.  Make reservations by January 19th to get the convention room rate.  Be sure to mention the Wisconsin FFA Alumni!


Double Room: 	$85.00 (2 Queen Beds)	King Room:	$90.00 (1 King Bed)	~Rates shown do not include sales tax~ Suite:		$150.00			There will be a $10.00 surcharge for more than 2 people to a room.		











Live and Silent Auction Information


Baskets


The baskets will be judged in a “people’s choice” manner by the convention attendees.  There will be a winner in a “large” basket category and a winner in a “regular” basket category.  Affiliates will be asked to help promote their baskets on Saturday’s auction.


Size of Basket:	Unlimited


Contents of Basket: Non-perishable items only and/or items such as cheese with an unrefrigerated shelf life of three (3) days or longer.  The basket list should contain the following:  Affiliate Name, list of contents, recognize any individual contributions to basket, (i.e. include company/business name, contact person and title, etc.) 





Other Items for Auctions 


The profits from these auctions are a major source of funding for the Wisconsin FFA Alumni Association each year.  It is your support that makes our association successful.  Each affiliate should help by bringing in items for the auction.  Please know the value of any donated items you bring.  Payment can be accepted as cash, check or credit.  Please note that there will be a fee of 5% handling fee added to the purchase price for buyers using debit or credit cards.





Check In Time


Friday, February 10, 2012:   3:00 pm		Saturday, February 11, 2012:   8:00 am -- 11:00 am








Please be creative with your baskets.  The convention theme is 'Don't be the Missing Piece" and baskets may reflect this theme but are not being judged on the use of the theme.





2011 Statewide Cash Raffle


2 - $1,000 prizes    2 - $750 prizes     2 - $500 prizes     4 - $250 prizes       5 - $100 prizes





All stubs and money need to be submitted to the State FFA Alumni Office no later than Monday January 30, 2012.  This will allow others to have a chance to help the association support our agriculture education programs and students.





Please send stubs and money to:


Wisconsin FFA Alumni Association


N29452 Brekke Ridge Road


Blair, WI 54616





The drawing will take place at the State FFA Alumni Convention on Friday, February 10th at the start of the live auction.  You do not need to be present to win, but it would sure be more exciting if you were!








Where can I find it inside this issue?
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